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duced immediately after a disquisition concerning God, as
the Maker Governor and Lord of all things, there can be
no doubt in what manner that significant parenthesis, ut
solent causae mechanicae, is to be understood ; namely, as
little less than a declaration of the author's opinion that
the true cause of the planetary motions is to be sought
in that which is farthest removed from matter and
mechanism. As to the subtle aether, useful as that
material hath been in the hands of modem world-
builders, I wish Sir Isaac Newton had never mentioned
it, as a possible cause of gravitation. I have always
thought this notion unworthy of him, inconsistent with
his own doctrine and the phenomena of Nature.

Concerning the question whether Motion in a circle or
any other curve, be in its own nature combined or not, I
shall give my opinion as briefly as possible.

1.  The two first propositions of the second section of
the first book of the Prindpia^ which are supposed to evince
that curvilinear motion is in its own nature combined, are
intended for no other purpose but to establish a certain
criterion ; whereby to distinguish in what cases curvilinear
motion may, or may not, be resolved into a projectile and
a central direction.

2.  Curvilinear motion produced by Body, acting on
body, is in its own nature combined.

3.  Curvilinear motion produced by Mind is also in its
own nature combined, if it be produced by the conspiring
exertion of different powers either of one Miad, or of a
number of Minds.     But motion, though  curvilinear, is
nevertheless simple, if it be produced by any one power of
one Mind.

As to the reality of the tendency of the Planets to the
Sun, I apprehend this tendency exists /carol &foa/uvf but not

Suppose a planet moving in its orbit, from A throughlidae."
